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I 
have used steel 
silhouettes for well 
over two decades now 
for honing my shooting 

skills in order to achieve 
realistic in the fi eld reactions 
to the shot, i.e. sight of a 
hit and audible sound too. 
A series of steel silhouettes 
set up at differing ranges can 
challenge even the best shot 
in windy conditions. However, 
even though all mine are made 
of 3/8 mild steel, I still need 
to re-patch them constantly.

Enter Bruce Hutton who 
has run his family business in 
Wales for the last 20 years. Bruce 
specialises in steel fabrication 
from making galvanised dog runs 
to heavy plant repairs, in fact 
anything that needs bending, 
cutting, rolling or folding of 
metal, Bruce is your man. 

He has recently branched 
out into steel target fabrication 

using Hardox 400 steel which is 
reportedly bullet proof - which 
sounded perfect to me. So Bruce 
sent me a couple of targets to 
test, and boy did I test them, 
with calibres from .223, .220 
Swift through .243,  and .30 
calibres right up to.35 Whelen 
AK, and .450/400 Nitro Express!

Design choice
Bruce offers two fox type targets 
and a series of gongs, but he 
can make any shape or design 
that fi ts your own requirements 
and if you have a specifi c idea, 
say a running deer, he can give 
you a good quote for the work. 

All BH targets are made 
from 10mm HARDOX 400 Steel.  
The gong style targets can be 
supplied in 100mm, 150mm 
and 200mm diameters and 
are designed to swing from a 
supporting frame. This lifts them 
off the fl oor and allows the target 

to visual indicate a 
hit and also allow the 
bullet to safely expand and fall 
safely away without ricocheting 
straight back at you.

I had the 150 mm gong 
(that’s 6 inches), which was 
painted white.  The 150mm circle 
has a loop to the top through 
which a shackle is secured that 
then swings freely on a steel 

central bar. This is suspended 
from two supporting arms with 
circlips and the base has two 
separate feet made from steel 
- naturally. This way the whole 
unit can be easily stored and 
packed away between shoots 
or replaced if lost or damaged.

Bang and clang
Bruce Potts gives B H steel plate centrefi re 
targets a try, and fi nds a satisfying reactive 
design that won’t crumple under fi re!

BH targets fox silhouette is 
realistic and has black and 

white painted sides with 
target aiming areas

Fox is supported by cross 
brace foot that allows a 
small amount of movement 
to absorb a bullets impact

The Ruger No 1 Tropical in .450/400 Nitro with 400 grain 
Woodleigh bullets (both solid and expanding) is a brute, but the 
targets repelled them easily
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The single target stand is 
£40.00 plus VAT and postage, 
whilst the twin target stand is 
£45.00. Individual gongs or circles 
(the latter have twin holes for 
support) retail at £15.00 100mm, 
£20.00 150mm and £22 200mm 
(all plus vat and postage).  

Bruce also makes two foxes 
targets, one at 460x240mm 
dimensions and the one I had 
- the larger 800x400mm size. 
This comes with a separate 
base that slots perpendicular to 
the fox to form a support base 
with a little give to allow the 
target to move and dissipate 
the bullets force safely.

Field test
Set up was easy, I clamped the 
steel gong to the supporting 
bar which is held by circlips 
at both ends on supporting 
vertical bars that slip into twin 
long feet and the fox has a 
mortice joint at its base that fi ts 
a corresponding mortice on a 
bracing leg at 90 degrees. They 
were placed in front of a twenty 
foot high earth bank for safety 
and I retired back to 100 yards.

I chose a variety of cartridges 
to test to see how the steels 
would stand up to a variety of 
bullet weights and velocities.

Also if each target survived at 
100 yards then at further ranges 
, which I would personally  use 
them, i.e. out to 1000 yards, 
they defi nitely would survive, so 
it was a bit of a torture test.

I started with .223 Rem 
ammo shooting a 50 gr soft point 
bullet at 3412 fps, a .220 Swift 
shooting a 40gr V-Max at 4234 
fps, .243 Win 100 gr Ballistic Tip 
at 2916 fps, a .308 Win with 150 
gr Power Max bullets at 2788 fps, 
.35 Whelen Ak Improved shooting 
a 225gr Sierra Game king at 
2700 fps and fi nally for real 
torture a .450/400 Nitro Express 
shooting a 400 gr Woodleigh 
bullet at 2100 fps, ouch!

The .223`s gave a very 
satisfying ‘clang’, with the bullets 
vaporising on impact and leaving 
a shiny 1mm crater of 0.45 inch 
diameter. Upping the velocity 
with a lighter bullet (often the 
nemesis on my own steel targets) 
the .200 Swift gave great groups 

1.5mm craters to the surface 
although the reverse side 
showed some denting also.

Last up was the .450/400 
Nitro Express round shot from a 
Ruger No 1 rifl e and launching 
a 400 gr Woodleigh Soft point 
and Solid bullet at 2100 fps for 
4000 ft/lbs energy. Fantastic 
clangs this time but the BH steels 
where barely touched at all, even 
with the Solids which all broke 
safely. I even tried to bend the 
tail section with a Woodleigh 
bullet but after a Solid hit there 
was no parallel movement at 
all - even more impressive.

The swinging gong gave 
identical results and was very 
satisfying to send it swinging 
around on the bullets impact. 
But after the .243 rounds the 
heavy bullets used caused the 
supporting legs to jump out of the 
feet, so you need to anchor these 
down securely with a sandbag. 
As I write this, Bruce Hutton is 
modifying the legs geometry 
to eliminate any slippage.

Conclusion
I was very impressed with the 
precise cutting and realism of 
the fox target and both gong and 
fox come with both surfaces fully 
painted with the fox having a 
white or black surface. They both 
survived repeated bullet impacts 
from a wide range of weights, 
calibres and velocities and to date 
have received a salvo of over 400 
rounds and are still going strong. 
Yes the faster lighter .22, .20 or 
even .17s caused more cratering 
at 100 yards but out to 500 yards 
it reduces signifi cantly and the 
.308s bounced off harmlessly. 
I really liked the gong – it was 
great fun swinging it out to 600 
yards. I would like some bigger 
gongs for 1000 and 1500 yard 
use and Bruce hopefully will 
make a variety of differing animal 
targets to compliment the range. 
They represent excellent value for 
money in my view and give an 
instant visual and audible signal to 
a hit which no paper target could 
replicate. For more details contact 
Bruce Hutton or Tracy Hutton 
on 01597 823731 or 07860 
125752 or visit their website at 
www.brucehutton.webs.com GM

so bullet on bullet impacts and 
yet the cratering was now 2mm 
deep but there was still a lot 
of meat left on the steel fox. 
The .243 with the larger bullet 
and slower velocity hardly gave 
a crater at all, just a very nice 
symmetrical lead smear on 
the Hardox surface. This was 
also true of the .308 whose 
150 gr Winchester Power 
Max bullets pushed the target 
back more than the .223 or 
.220 Swift but only removed 

the paint surface with minimal 
cratering if any - very impressive.

The .35 Whelen Ak Improved 
is a brute for Africa plains game 
animals designed to penetrate a 
whole Zebra or Kudu but these 
BH targets stopped them in 
their tracks. Yes, the target slid 
back more on the wet grass, just 
shows the impact energy here, 
some 3643 ft/lbs compared to 
the .223`s 1293 ft/lbs. Those 
225gr Sierra Game Kings really 
smacked hard and only gave 

.223, .243, .220 Swift, .308, .35 Whelen and .450/400 Nitro loads 
could not pierce the Hardox steels targets

The steel gongs are available in a variety of sizes and hang from a 
supporting stand

.220 Swift bullet hits at over 
4000 fps barely dents the tough 
10mm Hardox steel at 100 yards

The gong is supported by a 
shackle to allow it to swing 
when hit


